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1. Opening Prayer 
 

2. Call to Order 
 
3. Adoption of the Agenda 

 
4. Devotional 

 
5. Approval of Minutes 

a. Annual Meeting - September 2008 
 

6. Report from the Board of Elders 
 
7. Reports from the Pastoral Staff  

 
8. Financial Report 

a. Past year’s finances 
b. 2008/2009 Budget  

 
9. Elder Election 

a. Report from the Nominating Committee 
b. Voting 

 
10. Nominations and elections for next year’s nominating committee 

 
11. Report from the Facilities Team about God at Work projects  

 
12. Report from the Facilities Expansion Team 
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Chairman: Dave White 

Secretary: Mike Piska 

 

1. Opening Prayer – Doug Fidelak 

 

2. Quorum established with 88 members out of 210. Verified by Doug Jespersen and Len Frostad. 

 

3. Call to Order – Dave White 

 

4. Adoption of Agenda – moved by Ralph Hartwig, second Walter Loewen, carried 

 

5. Devotional – David Chotka 

a. Matt 18:19-20 

b. Prayer in small groups of  2 or 3 people 

 

6. Motion to accept minutes from annual meeting on Sept 25, 2007 – moved by Henry Banman, Ralph 

Hartwig, carried 

 

7. Motion to accept minutes from March 18, 2008 membership meeting– moved by John Boon, Brenda 

Fidelak, carried 

 

8. Reports from the Pastoral Staff – David Chotka 

a. There are many instances of healing, miracles, salvations, baptism, service to the community and 

growth in all areas of ministry described within the ministry reports. 

 

9. Motion to accept the Ministry Reports – Moved by David Chotka, Gary Fidelak, carried 

 

10. Elder of Finance’s Report – Orv Perry 

a. Shift in approach to finances – move to faith budget with spending authority within ministries 

according to budget. The budgets are started at the Ministry Dream Day. 

b. Shortage of revenue as compared to budget, however actual expenditures were lower than 

revenue, leaving us with a positive balance. 

c. Canadian ministry giving is up 18% and global fund giving is down 7%. 

 

11. Motion to accept the Elder’s Finance report – moved by Orv Perry, Del Dyck, carried 

 

12. Budget Report – Orv Perry 

a. 08/09 budget presented 

b. Budget presented totaling $1,495k 

 

13. Motion to accept the budget for 08/09 – moved by Orv Perry, Russ McDermott, carried 

 

14. God at Work Financial Update – Orv Perry 

a. The 2007 God at Work project is just phase 1 of the God at Work program 

b. The God at Work fund is separate from General Fund 

 

15. Bylaw Changes – Mike Piska 

a. Proposed bylaws presented 

SPRUCE GROVE ALLIANCE CHURCH 

36
th

 Annual General Meeting Minutes      

19:00-21:30 pm, September 30, 2008 

Sanctuary 
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b. Amendment: Change Senior pastor to lead pastor in section 6.6 – moved by Henry Banman, 

seconded Neil Hollands, carried. 

c. Amendment: Change title of Section 9 to Missions Emphasis – moved by Reuben Neufeld, 

seconded Gerry Weighill, carried. 

d. Amendment: Replace the mission statement back into the bylaws but without the word 

“unreached” – moved Bonny Piska, seconded Lynne Jorgenson, carried. 

e. Amendment: Add into 8.3.1 the phrase “and to ensure they are trained” – moved Henry Banman, 

seconded David Chotka, carried. 

f. Vote by ballot taken for approval of bylaws with amendments – 80 in favor, 4 against, and 1 

spoiled, motion carried. 

 

16. Report from the nominating committee – David Chotka 

a. Mike Piska and Gord Duckering completed 6 years on service and must step down. 

b. Paul Snell has also stepped down after a 2 year term. 

c. Gerry Dargatz, Doug Fidelak, Henry Banman, Paul Friesen, and Ritchie Schultz nominated for a 

two-year term. 

 

17. Voting ballets distributed, marked, collected and counted. Distributed, collected and counted by Paul Snell 

and Eric Hollands.  

a. All nominated elders elected. 

 

18. Nominations and elections for the nominating committee –  

a. Nominate Kathleen Ibsen, Reuben Neufeld, and Mike Piska for nominating committee; moved to 

cease nominations by Gerry Weighill, Gary Fidelak , carried; Mike Piska requested to be the 

alternate, nominated individuals elected by acclamation. 

 

19. Facilities Team report on God at Work projects 

a. Many God at Work projects have been completed 

b. Portable replacement still in the works 

c. Question was raised about paving the parking lot. Answer: Paving the parking lot is on hold 

pending final decision about pending relocation decision and the city understands our position and 

has given us permission to hold on this at this time. 

 

20. Development team report on relocation 

a. Motion that the membership of Spruce Grove Alliance Church approve of in principle the 

relocation of the church to larger, more suitable facilities within the Spruce Grove region. Moved 

by Dan Anderson, seconded by Mike Piska 

b. Vote taken by ballot 46 in favor, 33 against, 2 spoiled 

 

21. Motion to destroy the ballots for all three balloted motions 

a. Moved by Bonny Piska, seconded by Fred Schotte, carried 

 

22. Closing Prayer – Russell Mueller 

 

23. Motion to adjourn – Bonny Piska, carried 
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RUNNING REPORT OF MINISTRIES 
 

This running ministry report is an effort to highlight our history.   Our goal is to present the 

ministry activities at Spruce Grove Alliance Church.  This style of reporting focuses on events.  

Thank you to our volunteers who we do not give enough recognition to.  You have served in 

impacting and transforming lives.  We celebrated with 34 individuals who followed Jesus in 

baptism (18 adults, 16 children).  We also received into membership 25 new members to the 

Christian & Missionary Alliance.  God is at work for His glory, let us tell you how: 

 
Spruce Grove Alliance Church Board Report 

How quickly a year has passed.  As I reflect on the year, I imagined a performance review with 

the Master, Jesus himself.  I remember Peter had one of these as recorded in John 21:15-19.  The 

instructions were simple: “Peter if you love me feed my lambs and my sheep.”  Much earlier 

Jesus had told Peter that he would be in charge of building the church.  Well, little did Peter 

know what all this would take him through or what all he would be called to do.  He had the 

mission statement given to him from Jesus himself in Matthew 28:18-20.  This is our mission as 

well, from which we derive our local church’s mission statement.  I believe that the board’s 

responsibility can be summarized in two words:  direct and protect.  The shepherd directs the 

sheep to good pasture where they will be nourished to grow strong to full maturity.  The sheep 

stay in a flock or as we say, “in community”.  This allows for better protection by the shepherd 

and each other. 

 

How have we as a board directed and supported the ministries of this congregation to grow 

followers of Jesus to full maturity in Christ-like community? 

  

1. There must be strong Bible teaching on a weekly basis in three meetings by lead Pastor 

David Chotka or his designate.  This has been done consistently.  He has worked in 

harmony with Pastor Daryl Sam to create a worshipful atmosphere in these meetings.  

One of our board members has been regularly involved in this service in operating the 

technical part of these meetings.  What David White did to support this ministry, other 

elders also did for other ministry areas.  I would like to thank all of them for their 

involvement in helping to direct and protect these ministry areas. 

2. We noted in the interview with Peter that Jesus commanded, “feed my lambs”.  We 

interpret this to mean children’s ministry.  For every service we therefore endeavor to 

provide teaching to our children.  There were numerous children’s events in addition to 

weekend ministries.  We were blessed to see significant growth in numbers, 

understanding and following of Jesus’ teaching by our children.  We support our 

children’s pastor Coreen Frey in her passion to direct our children’s walk with Jesus and 

to protect them from going the wrong way. 

3. We could say that there are three age groups so Jesus commanded Peter three times.  If 

we could assume that our seniors have reached full maturity and are self sufficient, this 

might work.  Since we know that they desire to continue growing in their walk with 

Christ, and at times need some extra care we have Pastor Russ Mueller leading them on a 

part time basis.  We appreciate having the influence of this group many of who are 

leaders or past leaders. 

4. A very key group is our teens who are the rising church.  Under the pastoral direction of 

Pedro Escamilla and many volunteers including board members, many teens have taken 

on leadership roles.  These are committed followers of Jesus who meet to pray and learn 

His lifestyle. 



 

6 

 

5. Jesus certainly demonstrated a very special and caring relationship with women.  There 

are many instances where he protected them and there are many times where he directed 

them, including his mother.  Gwen Petkau has been directing our women’s ministry while 

Josie Vance was on maternity leave.  A special thanks to her and a team of volunteers 

since we have no women elders to represent the board in this important ministry. 

6. Jesus also said that he has other sheep that must come into the Jesus community.  We 

commonly call this outreach.  Pastor Scott Buck and a team of volunteers, which includes 

board member Doug Jespersen, have been looking for and calling these sheep and they 

have engaged many others in this search as well.  Really all of us can be and should be 

involved in these and other roles. 

 

We all know that when numbers and tasks increase, we need to work together in teams that share 

a common vision or purpose, know what work needs to be done, and together discover what each 

can do to get the total job done.  We worked on this at our staff and board retreat.  This has led to 

some changes in that some of us are specifically training and mentoring future board leaders.  

The next step is coaching and supporting them when these leaders take on the roles as board 

executive. 

 

At the same time we worked at some staff restructuring and leadership change.  We gave the 

details of this at all three weekend services.  Pastor Russ McDermott has been the staff’s team 

leader under the direction of Pastor David and the board.  We also know that when more new 

sheep are added they need more care and support in a smaller group setting.  Pastor Candice 

Bacon, who was already assisting Pastor David in this, now has the full-time role of providing 

care and building groups who will continue to direct and protect those who enter the flock and 

certainly others who find themselves alone and need to find the support of such a group. 

 

In conclusion I would like to thank all board members, all staff, and all volunteers for joining in 

the task that Jesus gave us to do.  Like mowing lawn or cleaning house or raising children, we 

are never done.  This is an opportunity for more to join the congregational team of SGAC that 

works to fulfill the vision that God has given to us…turning people into fully devoted followers 

of Jesus in Christ-like community.  Thank you on behalf of the elders board for your prayerful 

support. –Henry Banman. 

 
 
A Report from Pastor David’s Pen 
Pastor‘s reports always contain two things: joyful news and sad realities. The joyful includes 

things like marriages, reconciliations, celebration events, new births, baptisms, child dedications, 

missions initiatives, and special times together. The sad realities includes things like the loss of 

those we have loved, the healings that didn‘t happen, difficulties raising budget, tough decisions, 

the pain of divorce among our congregation, and many other things. This ministry year saw all of 

the above, but on the whole, 2008-2009 was an incredible year of new beginnings. Sitting back 

in July of 2009 and looking back it is hard to believe that all that happened did in fact occur. 

Mixed in with all of our living together as a church family, as we took our steps toward 

becoming fully devoted followers in Christ-like community, this was much pure joy.  

 

The year began with two new hires to the pastoral staff. Pastor Coreen Frey came on board in our 

church family over the summer of 2008, just in time to pick up the summer programming—and 

48 children came to faith in Christ at the VBS under her watch! Just a few weeks after Coreen 

arrived, Pastor Scott Buck came on board to help us in our evangelism ministries. As a direct 
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result of his arrival, more than 80 people have been trained to share their faith in a positive life 

changing way, and just under 200 people, (about half children, the rest teens and adults together) 

have made first time commitments to Christ. The challenge now is to find more effective ways to 

help these new believers enter into the life of our congregation—but we are learning—and 

growing through it. 

 

Now these two things are more than enough to cause a lead pastor‘s heart to sing. And sing it 

did. But there was much, much more. Our church added another service (Saturday evenings) 

beginning in the fall. The net effect was that it became a viable congregation, averaging about 

120 adults and somewhere between 60 to 80 children every weekend. As a result our net 

attendance has gone up so that we are about 850 to 950/weekend. We reached an all time high 

attendance this Easter with 1150 people in our three services (a conservative number—the 

children‘s ministry deliberately ―low-balled‖ the number as they were learning new software to 

track their numbers) with our average April attendance standing at 1002.  

 

Beyond this, the Uganda and the Costa Rica ministries added vitality to our church family. The 

many who went to Costa Rica returned with a deep desire to serve. Many of the alumni of that 

team have gone on for further training and growth in the Lord. Pastor Coreen also took a small 

team to Antigua—and she shared the gospel with 10,000 children! The church re-sent a ministry 

team to the Asian Spice area—Andy and Janet are now there and serving the Lord. The Uganda 

ministry is something that has reshaped my heart and forever changed my life. This year, a team 

of four went to Arua, Uganda.  Brian and Donna McCallum, my wife Liz and I and travelled to 

Uganda and watched more than 1500 pastors and leaders receive training and grow. The 

delightful part of this was watching how we grew! And grow we did.  The most amazing part 

was seeing 15,000 people respond positively to a call to receive the grace of our Lord in a 4 day 

crusade event. The four of us worked in the College of Prayer, and assisted in the Arua Crusade 

events, preaching, testifying, praying, speaking on the radio and partnering with Bishop Julius 

Oyet.  

 

The beginnings of a prayer school were formed in our church. Dr. Fred Hartley, the founder of 

the College of Prayer International came among us to teach and instruct us in learning about 

God‘s Manifest Presence, and in challenging us to keep growing.  This was a transition to the 

New Year. Julius Oyet from Uganda came among us, preaching and teaching about what God 

was doing in his country and through our partnership. The result was a series of amazing divine 

healings (I am aware of at least 7 incredible healings). One of the most incredible things to 

happen in my life took place at the 11:00 am service at SGAC. Right in front of the gathered 

congregation, Bishop Oyet spoke of someone who was being healed of a chronic muscle 

disease—it was my wife! All physical pain vanished—the chronic pain of more than 30 years 

disappeared—and it has not returned. Instead, she is gaining muscle strength, and is able to do 

things that we have not been able to do throughout our entire marriage.  

 

Words cannot express how much I am in awe of the power of the Lord—and I am aware that 

God is setting up even more incredible things for the future of this congregation.  We are seeing 

an increasing number of baptisms, of training in prayer, in dreams and visions, in growth, in 

conversions, in attendance and in new beginnings everywhere.  

 

There is much, much more to share. Two elders traveled with me to Phoenix to work with the 

Arrow Executive training program—a training event designed to make pastors and leaders of 

larger churches successful. Much learning came through this, and the board is re-tooling and 

fine-tuning as a result. Beyond this, we reconfigured the staff to be more effective. Candice 
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Bacon (who had served as a pastor before) was licensed by the district and will take on a new 

role as the pastor of pastoral care/small group ministries. Russ McDermott has shifted to take on 

the oversight of the staff. Travis Ratsoy will focus more on finance and building oversight.  

 

While the country has been undergoing economic turmoil, and we didn‘t make our projected 

budget, we have always paid the bills! God has blessed us—and we have even increased our 

giving to the international work of the church around the world, and to in Canada ministries.  

 

There is another side to all of this good news. Many who hoped to be healed were not. Faithful 

servants of Christ died and went to be with the Lord. It became more than clear again that we are 

an ―already/not yet‖ people. We are ―already‖ seeing the Holy Spirit‘s presence and power, and 

we are ―not yet‖ seeing a world in which there is no more sin, sorrow, despair or pain.  

 

Weddings, funerals, baptisms, child dedications, grief, joy, tedium, and celebration—all of these 

kinds of things have made up this last year. It has been an incredible time.  

 

Through it all we know that ―God causes all things to work together for good to those who love 

him and are called according to his purpose.‖ We are called. We love Him. That means that there 

is much good ahead for us here at Spruce Grove Alliance church.  

 
 
A. CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 

 

a) Children’s Ministries 

What a joy to serve in this extremely important task of educating children in the 

knowledge of God and His Word.  It has been challenging and exciting to see 76 

children respond to follow Jesus and 14 follow the Lord in water Baptism.  I am 

very thankful to my husband for supporting me in this new assignment and 

grateful to the Lord and this church for the awesome opportunity to try my wings 

and see where the spirit takes us.  A special thank you to the two ladies who work 

tirelessly beside me in such a capable way; Karen Lapp and Janet Sawatzky. 

 

I will list the events of the past year with a few highlights as we reflect on what 

the Lord has done.  

August: VBS – Outrigger Island we had 220 children registered with 75 

volunteers.  Jacqui Boschman helped set this up and we ended it off 

with a church Bar-B-Q the following Sunday morning.   

September: Finding and Scheduling volunteers for the fall kick-off of 

Discovery Island as well as our launch of a Saturday night service.  

Ordering curriculum and having teacher training as well as Plan to 

Protect up grading. 

October: A great deal of planning went into our Family Fall Festival with a 

greater emphasis on the gospel being presented on the Hayride, Main 

stage and Gospel Illusions. Approximately 800 came to play with 

their families in the black light maze, obstacle course, bouncing 

castles, drama, balloon art, carnival games, petting zoo and café.  

Thanks to the youth and Pastor Scott‘s group for support. 

November: Training for Plan to Protect and Christmas Musical practice. 

December: Discovery Island Christmas Party and the presentation on Sunday 

night of ―Angel Alert‖.  We had a packed house and all the children 
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from all the services joined together to act and dance and sing in our 

Christmas Concert. 

January: Training for Plan to Protect and preparation for the Antigua Missions 

Trip.  The Weighills did a presentation in our Sunday School classes 

and we prayed for them and took an offering for them. 

February:   Pastor Coreen went to a Children’s Pastor Conference in San 

Diego then on a missions trip with 20 people.  Had a presentation in 

Sunday School from our Antigua Mission team. 

March:   We took 9 kids to Upswing ―Kids in training‖ and 12 teachers for a 

2 day workshop.  During March break we had ―God Rocks‖ from 

Toronto put on a family concert with 300 in attendance.  We had a 

hot fudge sundae bar after and raised $300 for the Costa Rica 

Missions trip.  15 kids received the Lord and many more community 

people inquired about our Children‘s Ministry.  

April:   We did our first Palm Sunday March highlighting Children‘s 

ministry.  We presented a group song, marched in with palm 

branches and streamers as well as had the pre-teens do God‘s Rods. 

May:     In the beginning of May we held an Appreciation Banquet for all 

our Children‘s Ministry Volunteers.  Betty Loewen made a beautiful 

meal and Donna Boone spoke.  They each went home with a lovely 

wooden plant holder that Fred Schotte built and donated.  What a 

great church!  We took pictures and they are on the wall.  At the end 

of May we held our first Mother/Daughter Princess Party and 220 

people came.  We made a craft, enjoyed a dessert, had a Princess 

Parade and watched a drama of ―The Tale of Two Princesses‖.  Plus 

Queen Ann taught us all on proper English Etiquette.                 

June:   We offered our first Father/Son “Face the Race” BBQ at Henry 

Banman‘s farm.  There was tractor racing, BMXing, stock car tire 

changing and wooden horse lassoing. 80 people came and 

participated and listened to Landen Dorsh and his dad speak and give 

an archery demo. 

 

Every weekend for each of the three services, my team of 100 volunteers 

faithfully serve the children of this church, from birth to 12 years of age. 

This year I have hired 2 new ministry assistants and worked with our new 

step-student Cassandra Bacon this summer.  They have done wonderfully. 

We are always looking for compassionate people who want to raise up a Godly 

generation to help us teach our children. 

 

From September to April, Janet Sawatzky runs a midweek program called 

AWANA  for children ages 3-12.  They had 120 children attend every 

Wednesday night from 6:30-8 PM with 46 leaders.  They held Grand Prix in 

February and had an excellent day of racing fun.  Store Night continues to be a 

highlight for the kids to be rewarded for their hard work.  Council Time was very 

busy again this year with many missionaries and leaders bringing their 

testimonies to the kids.  We had 33 clubbers complete their handbooks and 

therefore earned major ribbons and trophies as recognition of their hard work.  

We are very thankful that God has blessed our Awana ministry again this year and 

praise Him for His goodness. 
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Our Rainbows program had to be cancelled due to a lack of volunteers.  We are 

working hard at starting a new program this September called Divorce Care for 

Kids to be run simultaneously with Divorce Care. 

            

This year as well, Children‘s Ministry has been given the job of providing child 

care for Ladies Daybreak on Tuesday mornings.  We have started a program 

called Puggles for 2 year olds while the 3-5 year olds attend Miss Kelli‘s 

preschool program.  The babies are cared for as well and we have on average 35 

children per week as well as 12 caregivers. 

 

We plan as much as possible to continue all of these ministries including adding 

Performance Arts Camp, Parent Classes and Divorce Care for kids. 

As you can see we need a lot of volunteers to keep this running smooth.  

Prayerfully consider how you can bake, pray, build, teach or encourage our 

Children‘s Ministry Department.  God‘s heart is to heal kids, train kids and use 

them in Goliath type situations.  We want to facilitate all that God wants to do 

with them. 

 

b) Library 

During the 2008/2009 year, the library had a slight increase in membership 

consistent with church growth.  The average circulation has been around 166 

items per month.  The library has begun the process of switching the VHS 

inventory to DVD format.  Due to the cost involved, this will be an ongoing 

process. 

 

An updated library program has been installed which not only makes cataloguing 

more efficient, but will provide the opportunity to automate circulation.  With a 

continued supply of donations and weeded items, the free rack has proven to be 

very popular.  Our hours of operation have been extended from Sunday services 

and Daybreak to also include Saturday evenings. 

 

Thanks to the many volunteers, the library has been able to provide this ministry. 

 

―The Spruce Grove Alliance Church Library exists to provide Christian library 

materials for the edification, information, and entertainment of the members and 

adherents of the Spruce Grove Alliance Church.‖ 

 

 

B. YOUTH AND YOUNG ADULTS 
 

a) Friday Nights 

Friday nights began a shift from just relational driven to a more balanced attempt 

at being outreach oriented, centering on reaching out to non-Christians and 

building relationships with and between students. All events were planned on a 3 

month rotating calendar giving information to the parents regarding cost and 

locations. In terms of cost we managed to reach a nice balance whereby students 

who brought non-Christians did not have to pay for themselves or their friends. 

Our weekly attendance has increased steadily; we are seeing upwards of 96 

students to as low as 65-70 depending on the month. Most events are well 

attended. The team has worked hard in being intentional about our planning, 
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namely to ensuring that we maintain the L3 (Love God, Love Others, Love the 

world) at the core of any event that we do. We initiated a quarterly outreach night 

in which a ‗high power‘ event is featured as a way to draw non-believers in to the 

church and disarm them before presenting a relevant gospel presentation. We had 

the opportunity to work with Pastor Scott on this and we saw 12 conversions and 

8 re-dedications. The team is excited about this and is looking forward to creating 

even more outreach events. 

 

b)  Sunday Nights 
  Small group nights (named C.R.U.S.H) was led by Mike and Bonny Piska. We 

saw steady number of our regular core students be present for most nights. We did 

feel however; that it may be time to change and try a new approach. We brought 

this before the students to see if are they are open to trying out new formats. 

 

c) Youth Retreats 

This year‘s Youth retreat was a blast. Our theme was L3, we used it as a launch 

pad for our vision. We preached the vision, lived the vision and clearly defined 

where the students can be part of the vision. It was great having our intern, 

Mariela, there to help. As she not only provided support for me, she connected 

really well with the girls in her cabin. 

  

d) Unveiled Worship (team and event) 
Unveiled was moved to Sunday nights to be coupled with small groups. We 

decided to use a multi-faceted experiential worship services, involving the 

creative arts. This was well received by all who attended. 

 

e) YC Edmonton 

This year we had 96 students and leaders attend the youth conference called YC, 

with 6 non-church friends of our students. At this full weekend event with 16,000 

other students, speakers and bands challenged them with Christ.  It was an 

awesome weekend! We also had a group from another church join us for lunch. 

 

f) Multigenerational Mission Trips 

This year our Costa Rica trip involved less students, which was not optimal, but 

the students that went were changed. My hope is to keep popularizing the benefits 

of the trip to the students in the hope that they may be moved to taking a chance 

in going. 

 

g) Jr. Bible School and Pre-Teen Bible School 

Both of these initiatives are still going strong. So strong that Iris is requesting 

more and more help because of the number of students we are seeing come. She 

does a great job of engaging the students in ways they are not used to, while still 

managing to share the gospel with them. 

 

h) Student Leadership Team 

The youth leader in training or Y-Lit was started anew this year. We started with 

4 students, and had some growing pains, but we feel confident that it can only get 

better. 

 



 

12 

  i) Parent Pastoring Team 
This ministry was put on hiatus, because there was no one who wanted to take up 

the mantle. I am still looking for someone who will want to run with this and 

make it the success I know it can be. This would keep an open line of 

communication between the youth parents and me that I feel is not as strong as it 

should be. 

 
j) Young Adults 

We started with 4 people in the fall and have grown to 20 since then. All we did 

was meet at the Hollands‘ home (very gracious hosts, and we thank them) and had 

a Bible study, discussion and prayer. Eric Hollands and Stephen Eidick organized 

a trip to the Mustard seed that saw the young adults feed over 200 people. 

 

 

C.        ADULT MINISTRIES 

 

a) Prayer Ministries 

Our church has made it a goal to become ―Bible-based, Spirit-led and prayer-

saturated‖.  This was the way that Jesus did his ministry. If this was his approach, 

we must learn from him. While we have a long way to go to ―pray as He did‖, 

several ministries of prayer are ongoing in the life of Spruce Grove Alliance 

church.  

 

Our Board is committed to seeking the Lord in all matters. Each board meeting 

begins in focused devotion to the Lord. We don‘t simply offer a quick prayer and 

then ―get to business‖. Rather we pray until we are done praying, and business 

arises out of this. There have been several board meetings in which the Spirit of 

the Lord fell upon us—and the effect on us was profound.  

 

The Pastoral staff met this year once every 5-6 weeks for days of prayer and 

planning. We would listen to the Bible, pray together and seek God for his 

direction as a team. We do no ―church-business‖ together until we have done our 

business with God. Sometimes the prayer times would extend for entire mornings, 

and this pleases God. We have determined that this pattern will grow—we will 

meet once a month as a pastoral staff to just seek the Lord in the new ministry 

year.  

 

Regular staff meetings always have a devotion and prayer time. It is the beginning 

of our regular times together. Again, we listen to the Word and pray before we do 

anything else. And sometimes God interrupts our regular planning and work with 

calls to pray.  

 

There are regular prayer meetings that happen in our midst. There is a weekly 

Wednesday evening prayer meeting. There is a regular Monday evening Men‘s 

prayer meeting. There is a regular Tuesday morning women‘s prayer meeting. 

And there is prayer that happens in all of the Bible Studies and small groups that 

are a part of our church fellowship. Our ministry teams meet for prayer and 

planning, with prayer shaping our planning. Beyond this, there are prayer 

meetings that have been going on for years—a men‘s group meets on Tuesday 

mornings and has been doing that for more than 20 years.  There are prayer circles 
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and prayer friendships in this congregation—and there are many that we simply 

do not know about, for the ―pray-ers‖ want it that way!  

 

There is a dedicated prayer room—anyone who wishes to meet with God can 

simply book in and use the room to draw near to God.  Each Saturday evening, 

people gather to pray for the Lord to have his way in our church services.  Though 

those numbers have been small, each service is prayed for. 

  

This year we invited Dr. Fred Hartley to come among us to begin the formation of 

a regular ―School of Prayer‖. He was here for a two day event in November and 

taught us about ―the Manifest Presence of God‖. This will be the beginning of a 

series of Prayer Schools. They will be held twice a year, starting this fall.  

 

The Uganda team has been meeting for 8 consecutive weeks, and their particular 

reason for meeting was to become trained in Prayer ministry using Pastor David‘s 

Prayer course (just published under the title ―Power Praying—Hearing Jesus‘ 

Spirit by Praying Jesus‘ Prayer‖). About thirty of us have been growing in prayer 

as a direct result of using this resource and meeting in four groups of 5-8 people 

together. Sometimes it was hard to stop praying so that we could get to bed to go 

to work the next day! 

 

All of these prayer initiatives are happening in our church family—and they don‘t 

begin to include all the people who are praying in the secret place, asking for the 

Kingdom of God to come in the hidden place, knowing that God will give them 

the reward of His presence for all their praying to Him, that he might be all in all.  

 

b)        Women’s Ministries 

The theme for Women‘s Ministries was ―That I Might Know Him‖ based on 

Philippians 3:10 ―I can really know Christ and experience the mighty power that 

raised Him from the dead‖ (The Message).  Our desire as a leadership team was to 

grow in our understanding of who God is; and in doing so, our trust in Him and 

worship of Him would grow.  

 

The Women‘s Leadership team was lead by Gwen Petkau who stepped in as 

Director while Pastor Josie was on maternity leave.  This leadership team met 

monthly for encouragement, accountability and prayer for each area of ministry over 

the year.     

 

I want to personally thank the leadership team for their encouragement and prayers 

for me and for Joanne Diletzoy this year.  Your passion for doing God‘s will in 

ministry is a blessing to the women of this church, and to me.  God is good! 

 

i) Alliance Women’s Project 
SGAC women‘s ministry continues to support the yearly International 

Benevolent Project of the Christian and Missionary Alliance Church.  This 

year the Project is entitled:  Desert Sand:  So Little...So Much.  The Desert 

Sand region of the international mission‘s work of the C&MA encompasses 

much of North Africa. 
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Five initiatives are being funded by this year‘s Project:  Aids programming, 

library resources for university students with Christian text books, 

physiotherapy equipment, wheelchair equipment and medical dispensary 

supplies for a medical clinic, the establishment of an elementary school and 

equipment for a youth center. 

 

The women‘s ministry of Spruce Grove initiated a new venture this year to 

raise funds.  On January 25 we held a Women‘s Wellness Fair, donating all 

the proceeds to this project.  We featured several special guests:  Jim Hole 

from Hole‘s Green House, Beth Murray from Fresh Hope Counselling, 

Esme Duval, from Novaderm Spa and Nora Kennedy from the Pregnancy 

Care Centre.  These presenters spoke to us on various aspects of healthy and 

balanced living.  The event was well received by the community.  All 

presenters came free of charge and did not sell any merchandise during the 

Fair.  We raised $2081.28 for the Project.   

 

2 Little 4 Me Gently used Clothing sale proceeds totalling $790 are also 

contributed to the National Project.   

 

Nationally, this Project, which sets a goal of $150,000, is not completed until 

the end of June.  It is our hope that this national goal will be reached for the 

great needs of the Desert Sands Region. 

 

ii) Kick-Off Brunch 
Women‘s Ministries kicked off its fall and winter sessions with brunches this 

year. Attendance ranged from 15-30, and women enjoyed a lovely breakfast 

and had an opportunity to worship together and to hear about what was 

going on in Women‘s Ministries for the year. 

 

Fall Brunch was an introduction to the programs that we offer, and the 

Winter Brunch was reflection on what happened in the fall and what to 

anticipate.  Each Brunch allows women the opportunity to let the leadership 

know what their interests and gifts are. The brunches provided an 

opportunity for women to connect with one another and to learn how they 

can be involved in our community of women. 

 

iii) Daybreak  
At Daybreak we provide an opportunity for women of all ages to develop 

and grow in their spiritual lives through leadership, teaching, and discussion.  

Our goal is to provide safe and intimate small groups where women support 

each other through friendship and prayer. Daybreak is a place of belonging 

and care, a place to develop a deeper relationship with God and others. 

 

Daybreak ran Tuesday mornings for three 5-12 week sessions in fall, winter 

and spring. Our attendance ranged from 32-60 women attending each 

session, and with the help of Children‘s Ministries, provided childcare for an 

average of 32-52 children each session. We were challenged and encouraged 

in our faith through our fall and winter studies led by Gwen Petkau.  In our 

spring session, we were encouraged by hearing testimony of God‘s 
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faithfulness in women‘s lives.  Most of the speakers were women from our 

church family: 

Fall: ―Rendezvous‖ –a study on Joy in Philippians 

Winter: ―God, as He Longs for You to See Him‖ by Chip Ingram 

Spring: Redemption Series with Tools for Real Life Problems 

-Spiritually Single 

-Womb Issues (infertility, pregnancy, abortion) 

-Abuse – Rise Up Ministries 

-Prayer – The Meeting Place 

 

This year we were blessed by two special guest speakers, the first was 

Bishop Oyet.  We invited all the women of the church to attend for this 

special Daybreak and had a definite swell in our numbers as women came to 

hear Bishop Oyet‘s blessing for the women of our church.  Our second 

special speaker was Pastor David, who came to answer questions and 

provide insight from the morning with Bishop Oyet.  The feedback from 

both of these ―spur of the moment‖ days was very positive.  

 

Daybreak also included one ―Girl Talk‖ morning per session, where special 

guest speakers joined us to share on topics of interest to women. These 

events were open to the community and included the following topics: 

Earring Making - Neena Moskalyk 

De-stressing Christmas - Pastor Carmen Lynne from the Christian Outreach 

Centre 

Home and Life Organization - Donna Saive from the company Saive Time 

and Space and Anna Kurylo from Get Squared Away Inc.  

Gardening – Cindy Craine from Aspen Grove Nurseries  

 

The Team has also enjoyed hosting wrap up brunches for the Women of 

Daybreak. Both the winter and spring brunch we combined with our Girl 

Talk day.  We did this to encourage women to invite friends by providing an 

interesting speaker, breakfast, and childcare for all, including the guests.   

 

We look forward with anticipation to the 2009/2010 Year and to serving the 

Women of Daybreak! 

 

iv) The Meeting Place 

The Meeting Place is a weekly gathering of women just after the Daybreak 

event on Tuesday mornings.  We met starting Sept 2008, from 11:30a.m. -

1:00 p.m.  There has been a consistent number attending.  Our focus has 

been to pray for the ministries of SGAC and have often had staff come in to 

share their needs and be prayed for.  We often find we are doing scripture-

based praying.  Those attending have decided to continue to meet through 

the summer of 2009. 

 

 

v) Evening Edition 

Evening Edition is a ladies‘ bible study which meets each Thursday evening 

in the Youth Center. The fall session was ten weeks and leader Sheila 

Scheewe led us through the study Extraordinary Faith by Sheila Walsh. This 
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study offered encouragement and reassurance that God loves us and will 

faithfully walk with us through any circumstance. 

 

The January session of Evening Edition was ten weeks as well and the 

resource used was Traveling Light by Max Lucado. Using Psalm 23 as a 

reference, Lucado encouraged us to release the burdens we were never 

intended to bear. Sheila Scheewe led this class. 

 

Usually there are ten to twenty ladies who attend and the class starts at 7:30 

and ends by 8:30. 

 

vi) Prison Ministry 

 Spruce Grove Alliance women‘s ministries partnered with Connecting 

Streams in 2008-09 and trained five women from our church to work in the 

West Edmonton prison facility.  These women met weekly with inmates 

from the prison to study The Compass (described in xiii).  The first group, 

which met Wednesday afternoons, had two commitments for Christ and two 

recommitments.  The second group, which met Monday afternoons, saw five 

commitments for Christ.  This group of ladies has continued to meet and is 

now studying Believe God by Beth Moore. They have had powerful times of 

prayer, and these women are shining lights in the prison. They are seeing the 

Lord meet them where they are at, and answer their prayers. Their new faith 

is growing tremendously in spite of some very difficult circumstances. As 

well, large group meetings were held throughout the year.  At one of the 

meetings, where one of the women from SGAC spoke, one lady prayed to 

receive Christ.  The atmosphere in the prison is changing with the favour for 

Connecting Streams and other Christian groups increasing. We give all the 

glory to God, who has shown His love to these ones, His precious daughters. 

We know the Lord is at work and thank God for bringing freedom to the 

prison! 

 

vii) RAIN:  Renew-Affirm-Inspire-Nurture 
RAIN is an evening event for women to experience the rain of the Holy 

Spirit in their lives through worship, testimony and scripture.  This event 

occurred three times in the 2008-2009 year – October 21, February 3, and 

April 7. It was open to all women of the church and an average of 20 women 

attended each RAIN night.  The small numbers helped to facilitate the 

intimacy of this event.  Each night began with worship for just over a half an 

hour.  On Oct. 21, 2 women shared their testimony after worship.  On Feb. 3, 

3 women shared their testimony after worship.  On April 7th, the women 

who attended were given an opportunity to share with the group and about 7 

women shared this evening.  After the sharing time each evening, there were 

a couple more worship songs and then women were invited to stay and 

share/pray with the women they came with or receive prayer from those who 

lead RAIN. Generally about half the women would stay after and share/pray.   

God used this event in the 2008-2009 to minister peace, emotional healing, 

love, direction and much more to his daughters who attended. 
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viii) Outreach Banquets   
The Women‘s Christmas Banquet was held 2 nights again this year, 

November 25 & 26, 2008.  Our theme was ―From Darkness to Glorious 

Light‖ and God provided Candice Bacon as our speaker who shared her 

story of how God has changed her life from darkness to light!  Over the 2 

nights 412 women attended – 17 indicated that they had rededicated their 

lives to Christ, and 2 more women prayed to receive Christ.  We are blessed 

by the women of the church who are so involved with these banquets by 

bringing their family or friends.   

 

The Women Salad Smorg was held May 6, 2009.  It was a great night as 

well, as we enjoyed all the salads, entered into worship, and listened to our 

speaker, Sheri Tegart.  Our theme for the night was ―Deeply Rooted in 

God‘s Marvelous Love‖.  Sheri challenged us to wait on God and to choose 

to spend time with Him.  This night was for Women of Faith, but open to 

those who would like to bring a non-Christian guest.  150 women attended, 

and 2 indicated that they were interested in beginning a relationship with 

God but would like more information.   

 

ix) Retreat  
The Women‘s Retreat was held on March 13-15 at Camp Nakamun.  Our 

theme this year was ―Christ be the Centre‖ based on Psalm 25:4-5 which 

states; ―Show me your ways, O Lord, teach me your paths; guide me in your 

truth and teach me, for you are God my Saviour, and my hope is in you all 

day long. 

 

Our hope/vision for this retreat was that women would draw closer to Jesus.  

That it would be a relaxing, rejuvenating time to reevaluate and redirect our 

focus back onto Christ. 

 

Beth Murray was our speaker.  She is a gifted communicator and comedian.  

Beth spoke about anchoring our hearts, minds, and emotions in God‘s truth.  

She also spoke about lies that we believe and how we can combat against 

those lies. 

 

58 women attended. We were touched by Beth‘s speaking and many women 

came forward to be prayed for.  Many attended the prayer labyrinth Saturday 

afternoon.  Six women were baptized on Sunday morning.  There were 

reports that women were searching scripture after one of the sessions.   

 

Thank-you Jesus, we were definitely guided in truth.  Our desire for the 

retreat was realized. 

 

x) Scrap Pack (Women’s Scrapbooking Events) 
The Scrap Pack is an outreach to the community as well as to our church.  In 

a congregation as large as ours, we need to provide ways to reach our 

attendees and let them connect with others with common interests.  We host 

a once-a-month Scrapbook night at the church and have had an average of 8-

10 women who come each month.  We host 2 larger crops each year, one in 

the fall and one in the spring. Our fall crop had 17 people in attendance, and 
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our spring crop had 11.  Our numbers were less than anticipated for the 

spring crop, due to time of year and financial issues.  The ladies who did 

attend were very pleased with the weekend, and having a smaller intimate 

group gave everyone a chance to feel very welcome.    

 

xi) 2 LITTLE 4 ME Children’s Clothing and Toy Sale 
The 2 Little 4 Me Sale continues to be a community outreach event geared at 

welcoming people to Spruce Grove Alliance Church.  It provides many 

people in our area a chance to purchase baby and children‘s items at a low 

cost.   It opens our church doors to many families in our city, and we hand 

out brochures at each of our sales that advertise upcoming events for SGAC 

ministry areas, such as the Princess Party, Fall Festival, Park Days, Alpha, 

Daybreak and more. 

 

This event is also a fundraiser for the Alliance Women‘s Project.  With our 2 

sales this year, we have donated $790.00 to the Women‘s Project. 

Our attendance continues to grow with each sale, with 250 adults shopping 

at our last sale this spring.  We are very pleased with the positive response 

that the community has had towards this sale. 

 
xii) Park Play Days 

Park days is a program that runs weekly from mid May to the end of August 

for mothers with young children.  We meet at a different park each week in 

the Spruce Grove area.  It has been very successful for the past 2 years as a 

way for moms to get to know each other better, and as a place to bring 

friends and newcomers to a non-threatening Christian environment  

This year we are focusing on outreach to the community.  We will be 

advertising in the newspaper 2-3 times this summer.  Our goal is to be an 

open group that is warm and inviting to other mothers and children. 

 

xiii) The Compass 
The Compass is a tool for believers to share with their friends which 

explores the basic tenets of Christianity in a safe environment of friendship 

and care. This resource, distributed by Connecting Streams (the Women‘s 

Ministries arm of Power to Change, formerly Campus Crusade), has been 

affirming both for believing women who want to grow in their walk with 

God with a few others, and for those just curious about who God is and what 

Christianity is all about.   For the 2008-09 ministry year, we had four small 

groups start.  The first group completed the study and is now working on 

another study.  The three other groups just began in April.  We are currently 

considering a secondary resource for groups to study after completing The 

Compass. 

 

Final Thoughts 

Philippians 3:10 ―I can really know Christ and experience the mighty power that 

raised Him from the dead‖ (The Message). 

 

We continue to seek God‘s leading and direction for ministries to women in our 

church body and community.  Our desire is to be a ministry which encourages 

women to be fully devoted followers of Jesus, waiting on and strengthened by Him. 
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c) Men’s Ministry 

"As iron sharpens irons one man sharpens another." Prov 27:17 

The Men‘s Ministry leadership team consisted of Gord Duckering, Eric Dyck, 

Don Fletcher, Brian Shaw and Robert Wolfe. Pastor Russ McDermott provided 

oversight to the team. 

Our Mission Statement: To develop men of Godly principled integrity who will 

influence their world for Christ. 

Our Strategy: To facilitate, raise up and teach men what it is to be a man of God 

by encouraging and helping men to be completely and personally committed on a 

daily basis to God, to their wives, to their families, while at work and within their 

communities and to meet with other men on a regular basis to develop strong, 

accountable, Christ centered relationships. 

SGAC Men‘s Ministry continued to provide several opportunities throughout the 

year for men to participate and to enjoy fellowship and learning opportunities 

with other men. "Monday Night Men" presented the video series "The Quest for 

Authentic Manhood" by Robert Lewis again with a very favorable response by 

the many men attending. Also on Monday nights, there has been a group of men 

meeting in the Prayer Room devoted to spending time in prayer. There is also a 

group of men who meet for prayer Tuesday mornings at 6:30 AM in the Prayer 

Room. Recreational opportunity was provided on Tuesday evenings with Men‘s 

Badminton. 

SGAC Men‘s Ministry continues to partner with Promise Keepers Canada and 

participated in various events throughout the year. A group of men traveled to 

Calgary in October for "Game Day", a large group of men attended Module 3 of 

Discipleship Training Unleashed on "Godly Husbanding" at Beulah Alliance in 

November and a group of men attended Module 4 on "Godly Fathering" in 

February. Those who had attended all 4 modules were honored by participating in 

a Spiritual Knighting ceremony. DTU is a training program run over an entire 

weekend that equips men to disciple other men. 

A true highlight of the year was the Men‘s Retreat at Camp Nakamun in April 

lead by Pastor Daryl Sam. Besides the great fellowship and enjoying the bbq‘d 

brats it was a weekend of great spiritual battle and victory. Other activities 

throughout the year included Saturday morning breakfasts, Oilers hockey nights, 

our annual golf tournament in June and three separate afternoon motorcycle rides.  

We are excited about what God is doing in the lives of the men of SGAC and the 

community and look with anticipation the opportunities that will be presented in 

the 2009-2010 ministry year. For further information on any of the scheduled or 

past events, please check out the church website at www.sgac.net. 

  
d)   Keenager’s Ministry 

The Keenagers program exists because of Jesus Christ with the purpose to 

Witness, to Encourage, and to Bless.  We refer to this as our W. E. B. Vision.  

Under this Vision Umbrella the Keenager‘s Leadership Team of ten members 

http://www.sgac.net/
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provides opportunities and programs for the seniors of the Spruce Grove Alliance 

Church and communities.   

We want to report that there has been a very favourable response in attendance to 

our four main quarterly events; Christmas Banquet, Spring Event (Randall Wiebe 

Play), Summer Picnic and Fall Korn Roast).  It takes more than a Leadership 

Team to bring about these events; thus a big expression of appreciation is 

extended to all who pitched in with help.  The musical/ministry groups that have 

shared at these events have given a very powerful and positive witness for Christ 

to the guests who were invited.    

The Weekly Bible Studies continue to be well attended and will be available 

throughout the year; with Pot-Luck luncheons on the 1
st
 Wed. of each month 

(summer month excepted); (honouring those with birthdays). 

Keenager‘s love to have fun as evidenced by the games and laughter at our New 

Year‘s Eve and Valentine‘s parties.  But the Keenagers are not only about 

activities and fun and games since I have witnessed a ―Growing in Grace‖ in the 

churches‘ senior community and there is a bonding in working together, a desire 

to serve each other and an interest to share their faith with others.  This has been 

seen in the giving to our Karing-for-Kids project as we have given hundreds of 

dollars to provide clean water filters and helped provide funding to set up several 

medical clinics in 3
rd

 world countries.   

Our Keenager‘s Kontact monthly news Kommuniqued has been well received and 

has been a great way to keep konnected with the Keenagers of the church. 

It was a blessing to be able to baptize two seniors this past year.  We continue to 

give birthday, sympathy and get-well Kards to the seniors of the church.  Overall 

the Lord has blessed us and He has used us to Witness, Encourage and to Bless 

others. 

 e) Heart Connections 
Heart Connections wants to be God’s hand of love extended to others. Although 

the committee meetings have been sparse, the dedicated members of this group 

have continued to visit shut-ins and others in need of a loving touch. A cookout, 

held at Ray and Elaine Hein’s home, was a big hit with the ladies. In the late 

spring, Pastor Candice Bacon began working the group. It is her desire to see 

many others use their spiritual gifts of caring and hospitality to embrace many of 

the most delicate members of our church family. 

 

e)   LIFE Groups 

According to our church’s mission statement, we are to become a church of “fully 

devoted followers” who live together in “Christ-like community.” The Bible 

teaches that Christ-like community will happen both in large-group gatherings, 

such as our weekend worship services, and in small group gatherings. 

 

LIFE Groups, then, are smaller gatherings in which Holy Spirit-empowered 

Christians gather to live out the Christian life together in Christ-like community. 

Some LIFE Groups seek intentional accountability and support from the church, 

while others prefer to live under the radar, going about God’s work as private 

groups. In both cases, we do give praise and thanks to God for their ministry. 
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It has been a struggle to know how to best support LIFE Groups in our church. 

This past year, a VHS training session was held in the fall but very poorly 

attended. Such formally structured small group support thus has not been helpful 

to our group leaders. 

 

A more informal, relational approach to small group resourcing was taken by 

Pastor Candice Bacon even before she assumed her duties as Pastor of Connecting 

Ministries. As our ministry year drew to a close, she started mentoring aspiring 

small group leaders, to prepare them to lead new LIFE Groups. We thus look 

forward to several new LIFE Groups this coming ministry year, and invite the 

church family to discover the joys of small group life. 

 

g)  DivorceCare  

―But seek first His kingdom and His righteousness, and all these things will be given 

to you as well.‖ Matthew 6:33  

 

Divorcecare is a 13-week support group program for people going through 

divorce or separation. We offer the program twice a year, in the fall and in the 

winter/spring. In the fourteen years of running the program we have seen many 

people come to this point where they seek God and His righteousness. 

 

In our fall session of 2008 we had 19 registered with an average attendance of 

about 12.  This year’s winter/spring session we had 22 registered with an average 

attendance of about 11. 

 

We’d like to thank those who have taken time from their lives to help us out 

through the 14 years. We’d also like to thank the church for running this program. 

Many lives have been changed for the better because of it. 

 

 h) Stephen Ministry 
Stephen Ministry is a system of lay Christian caregiving in which trained 

volunteers (Stephen Ministers) become the presence of Jesus in the life of hurting 

individuals. In the training that was held this past ministry year, many in the class 

were unable to complete the training, mainly due to health problems. 

 

Lacking sufficient numbers to fully implement a Stephen Ministry, the staff made 

the decision in the spring to place this ministry on hold. Pastor Russ McDermott 

remains a trained Stephen Leader, and can begin another class, if and when the 

church family demonstrates sufficient interest. 

 

 i)        Connection Ministries 

 

i)      New Attenders Dinners 
God is bringing newcomers to our church! This past ministry year, we 

held several New Attenders events in which we welcomed many to our 

church in an informal setting with some of our pastors. At each, we 

presented an overview of our local church ministries and our larger 

movement, namely, the Christian and Missionary Alliance. 
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This past year, the New Attenders events were held on Sunday evenings, 

to give newcomers a first-hand view of our Sunday evening ministries. 

While this approach did allow newcomers to see where the groups met, 

the consensus among the church staff is that our guests did not interact 

with regular event participants in a meaningful way, and that some 

newcomers were unable to return to church on Sunday night for this event. 

Furthermore, we recognized that the ability to meet all the pastors and not 

just some is an important component to this event. 

 

Accordingly, for the upcoming year, we are returning to our luncheon 

format, to be held after the conclusion of the 11:00 service. If you know of 

anyone who is new to our church, please feel free to invite them to this 

connecting event. 

 

ii) Prepare Enrich 

Prepare (for couples to be married) and Enrich (for those already married) 

are twin discovery processes in which couples probe their relational 

strengths and growing edges. Each process begins with an online 

relationship survey followed by six structured interviews with a certified 

facilitator to review the survey results. Either process will prove helpful 

for couples interested in strengthening their relationship. 

 

Pastor Russ is currently the only staff member who is a facilitator certified 

by Prepare Enrich Canada. During the past ministry year, he led ten 

couples through the Prepare Enrich process, including, a marriage 

preparation weekend attended by three couples. 
 

j) Tell Jo 
Our faith in Jesus Christ is to be articulated to those around us.  Recognizing that 

friendship evangelism is one of the most important methods of outreach in any 

Church we must not neglect people who simply are outside of our sphere of 

influence.  Instead we must go and lovingly share the good news of Jesus with 

them.  

 

Tell Jo also took the initiative to train SGAC Church members in how to reach 

people in their sphere of influence (Rooted, The Answer, Sharing Jesus without 

Fear, and other classes.) 

 

  i) Rooted 

We are completing our third rooted seminar this spring.  The response has 

been favorable as people come eager to learn and apply what they have 

learned.  Each seminar has produced fruit and our hope is that as people 

become more comfortable sharing, more will come to faith and be added 

to the kingdom.  
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ii) The Answer 

We had our first Seminar on how to defend our faith.  We had a good 

turnout (around 10 people came regularly).  Luke Dargatz taught a class 

on Faith and Science (well received) and we handled many other 

important issues such as the reliability of the Bible, Existence of God, 

Deity of Jesus ETC.  

 

iii) Costa Rica 

The Costa Rica training team asked if I could come in and teach the 

participants how to share their personal testimony.  One Saturday in May 

was set aside for training.  I worked through the importance of sharing 

your testimony and being ready whenever called upon.  I had some good 

feedback from some of the participants.  I look forward to hearing stories 

upon their return. 

 

iv) Youth Training 

Five leaders from our training team took the month of March to teach the 

youth the basics of sharing their faith.  It was a great first step in helping 

them see their role in outreach.  From what I understand some of the youth 

have really taken the challenge to reach out to peers and the general 

community. 

 

k) Outreach Opportunities  

  i) Door to Door 

 In Acts 5:42 we read about the Apostles going from home to home, 

teaching and preaching Jesus Christ.  The apostles had been beaten, 

thrown in prison, set free by angels, brought before the religious council 

and beaten and released again, only to continue going from home to home 

proclaiming the good news of Jesus Christ.  Although door to door 

evangelism is frowned upon in many Christian communities, it is still a 

successful method of outreach.  We will train people in effective 

approaches and techniques for door to door evangelism.  We will motivate 

the believers to reach out into their community and to watch God move in 

the midst of this exciting and challenging ministry.  

 

ii) Door to Door Training 

At the end of April, Brian Fagar came to SGAC to teach a team how to go 

door to door.  We had one Filipino, two youth, and four men learn how to 

go door to door to share the Gospel.  In the afternoon a group of trained 

people joined us to go out.  Twelve of us headed out into an area of Spruce 

Grove that had not yet been reached.  It was FANTASTIC; as many as 10 

people responded to the Gospel for the first time.  

 

We went Door to Door in order to reach the newly developed subdivision 

in the west end of Spruce Grove.  The area was canvassed on Sunday 

nights and every door was knocked.  We were able to share the full Gospel 

with over forty people and 12 people responded to the Gospel for the first 

time.  We visited each new believer with a follow up visit in order to give 

a Bible and invite them to the Church or a personal one on one follow-up 

study.  
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iii) Open air evangelism 

In Acts 16-18 we see Paul and Silas going through the land preaching the 

Gospel in the open air.  Open air evangelism is a valuable tool of 

proclamation in many ways and needs to find a place of respect back in 

the local church.  Not every community is conducive to open air 

evangelism but at certain festivals, fairs and gatherings, open air can be a 

very effective tool to reach the lost. We will train teams for open air in 

their community and then take them out to assist, model and then 

encourage an open air evangelism ministry. 

 

iv) Fast Tract Evangelism (open air Evangelism training) 

At the end of June, SGAC invited Pastor Gabe Ellis from Ontario to help 

teach us how to declare the Gospel in the open air.  We had 11 participants 

ranging in age from 12 to retired.  We preached on the streets of 

Edmonton with favorable response.  In addition, the training we had led to 

other opportunities of sharing. 

 

l) ALPHA and After Alpha 

Alpha and After Alpha continues to be a positive ministry at SGAC thanks to a 

team of hard working volunteers.  Two sessions of Alpha were run this last year 

with a total attendance of 15 people.  The Alpha program continues to be a 

valuable tool to help people to a new found faith in Jesus Christ and also helps 

people grow in their faith. 

 

m) Invite Jo 

After Jesus invited Matthew the Tax collector to follow Him, Matthew throws a 

huge party to introduce his friends, family and co-workers to the Savior.  This has 

been called a Matthew Party and it will be the goal of this team to develop events 

that attract Jo, so that he can be introduced to the Saviour.  

 

This year we hosted a few events in order to share the gospel with friends and 

family.  In the fall we partnered with the children‘s ministry and hosted a 

Halloween party.  It was fantastic to see the Church packed wall to wall with 

children from the community.  The event had all kinds of things for the kids to get 

involved in like hay rides, a petting zoo, mazes and slides. We shared the gospel 

in three primary ways; a gospel magic corner, rope tricks on the hay ride and gave 

a Gospel Tract to each child. 

 

Secondly we partnered with the Keenagers and hosted a drama in late February.  

It was a one man act called the ―Thomas:  Confessions of a Doubter‖. We had a 

great response with over 200 people in attendance and a few people making a 

decision for Christ.   

 

Thirdly, we also participated in numerous community events in order to be a 

presence in the community.  We participated in a show at the Tri Leisure Center 

in early fall.  In addition, we set up a booth at the Tri-trade show.  We were able 

to give out prizes and follow up with people who were interested in learning about 

Spiritual things. 
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n) Serve Jo 

In Acts 9:36-42 a woman by the name of Dorcas, is raised from the dead by the 

Apostle Peter.  It is interesting that all we know about Dorcas is that she was a 

woman who sewed many clothes and gave them freely to people who had need.  

Her service was a great work for the kingdom and when Peter came and asked her 

to rise from the dead, God gave her back to her ministry.  It has often been said 

that service and proclamation must go hand and hand.  Within the context of some 

church communities, there are often large groups of effective servants found.  It is 

not just that they serve, but they serve in such a way that God‘s kingdom moves 

forward.  The hardest part of this kind of ministry is maintaining a healthy 

balance between service and proclamation.  Servers should never fear scaring 

people away because of proclamation. 

 

We had a great time serving the Spruce Grove area on Mother‘s Day.  We bought 

over 100 boxes of chocolates and placed a card on them sharing ―we want to 

show the love of Jesus in a real and practical way no strings attached.‖  We really 

enjoyed handing the simple gifts out and received a very positive response and 

look forward to other opportunities to serve our community. 

 

o) Filipino Ministry 

The fall saw an opportunity to reach out to the Filipino community in the Spruce 

Grove area.  We began by asking the Church community for coats and boots for 

those who were coming to Spruce Grove to work from the Philippines.  We had a 

wonderful response from the congregation and were able to give warm clothes to 

our new guests.  This led to an outreach that saw 36 people come to eat together, 

enjoy games and a Gospel presentation in late November.  A second outreach was 

developed for Christmas day and again we saw 25 or so people attend to enjoy 

games, dinner and a gospel presentation prepared by Pastor David Chotka.  We 

followed up these outreaches with a weekly Bible Study and a monthly outreach 

event.   

 

We are continuing to plug away at our Filipino ministry.  It seems like we take 

two steps forward and then we take one step backwards.  We had a good 

attendance to our weekly Bible Study through February and March, averaging 

about 8-12 women weekly.  We knew we had to make adjustments to reach the 

Filipino men.  We added a Basketball night on Thursday night that saw a great 

response, having as many as 25 guys show up.  We share the Gospel at every 

game in one way or another.   

 

We realized that if the ministry was going to take off that we needed to empower 

the Filipinos.  Three have responded to the challenge and we are seeing the fruit 

of their leadership already.  Willy Puson is taking the lead on teaching; Michael 

Restar is leading activities and networking; Emaline Lambson is organizing 

location and food.  Carla Smithson and I are trying to direct and encourage the 

leaders and the ministry by attempting to guide them to be the primary leaders.  I 

have often wondered where this ministry will go in the days ahead and I am 

pleased that I am involved. 

 


